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national news

By Guardian Reporter

eMPloYeRs of domestic 
workers have been urged to 
value contribution of the house 
helps by respecting and com-
pensating them fairly.

wagala shungu, secretary of 
the Conservation, Hotels, Do-
mestic and allied workers Un-
ion (CHoDawU) made the call 
in Dar es salaam recently at a 
stakeholders’ meeting called to 
discuss and push for the ratifica-
tion of the international labour 

organisation (ilo)’s convention 
number 189.

she said that domestic work-
ers play a very big and impor-
tant role in ensuring that fami-
lies are safe and healthy for 
many years, the group is yet to 
be given much needed recogni-
tion.

shungu said the union works 
hard to provide awareness to the 
society about domestic workers 
to help change people’s negative 
perception about them, which 
leads to cruelty and other forms 

of abuse.
to further enable domestic 

workers enjoy their roles and 
fulfil their dreams, shungu 
underscored the need for the 
government to ratify the ilo’s 
convention number 189 in order 
to help improve working condi-
tions for the group.

she said the ilo adopted its 
convention number 189 in June 
2011, which is the first time the 
rights of domestic workers were 
recognised and some countries 
currently take efforts to ratify it.

according to shungu, ratify-
ing the convention will formal-
ise domestic work, adding that 
the same will give workers re-
spect like other fields.

“in addition to being under-
paid, domestic workers  in the 
country are still not given con-
tracts of employment, not hand-
ed payslips, not registered for 
injuries on duty, not registered 
for health insurance and not 
extended leave benefits, among 
other violations,” she explained.

Zanini athuman, national 

domestic workers chairperson 
said: “Domestic workers do 
the indispensable work of car-
ing for children, families and 
communities and help many 
meet essential household care 
needs. Unfortunately, many of 
them often face barriers to de-
cent work such as poor working 
conditions, low pay, wage theft, 
exploitation and other violent 
actions.”

athuman said that ratifica-
tion of the convention will be an 
important and welcome step to 

protect the rights of all workers 
to be free from workplace vio-
lence and harassment.

she further said that the con-
vention insists on the right to 
privacy for domestic workers 
which include providing the 
workers with a safe and private 
room for them to stay. Cur-
rently, she many employers put 
them in unpleasant places such 
as kitchen, corridors and sitting 
rooms.

“Being a woman and a do-
mestic worker here is a double 

tragedy. Despite grappling with 
negative attitudes and ridicule 
that domestic workers face from 
society, they also have to endure 
sexual harassment, demeaning 
name-calling and many others,” 
she said.

Group seeks better environment, remuneration for domestic workers 

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Do-
doma

 
tHe Dodoma-based institute of 

Rural Development Planning (iRDP) 
is implementing a project meant to 
build an enabling learning environ-
ment for its students with special 
needs.

the initiative which focuses on at-
taining inclusive education at the in-
stitute is being executed with finan-
cial support from Higher education 
for economic transformation (Heet) 
project as well as the institute’s inter-
nal sources.

iRDP Rector Prof Hozen Mayaya 
told this writer in an interview recent-
ly that the institute which operates 
under the Ministry of Finance decid-
ed to implement the project in order 
to ensure that students with special 
needs get their rights for better edu-
cation just like others.

“in our document pertaining to the 
institute’s scheme of service, we have 
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requested to recruit profession-
als for mentoring students with 
special needs. we have already 
dispatched it to the President’s 
office (Public service and Good 
Governance),” he said.

through the project, he said 
that the institute is working to 
identify students with different 
forms of disabilities in order to 
assist them as per their relevant 
physical impairments.

“the vision is to ensure the 
institute becomes a better and 
friendly place for sheltering and 
providing equal quality educa-
tion for all enrolled students irre-
spective of their physical status,” 
he said.

Dr sagumo Malenda, inclusive 
education Coordinator at Heet 
project said that there are 27 stu-
dents with special needs at the 
fast-growing institute.

according to him, the groups 
include those with hearing im-
pairment, different forms of 
physical disabilities, poor vision 
as well as albinism.

“During the first phase, iRDP re-
ceived 7m/- from Heet for caring 
for students with special needs 
and the first step was to iden-
tify them at our two campuses of 
Mwanza and Dodoma and give 
them basic assistance,” he said.

In addition to being 
underpaid, domes-
tic workers  in the 
country are still not 
given contracts 


